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Abstract
Against the background of the Belt and Road Initiative and the rapid development of digital media, educational and cultural exchanges between China and Azerbaijan have continued to develop, and media education has gradually become an area of interest in bilateral educational cooperation. This study aims to analyze the practical foundations, main forms, and challenges in the development of media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan. Adopting a qualitative document analysis approach, this study draws mainly on government policy documents, bilateral cooperation documents, university-level materials, educational-institution publications, and relevant news reports covering the period 2012-2025. The analysis begins with the signing of the China and Azerbaijan educational cooperation agreement in 2012. The collected materials were analyzed thematically to examine the development of bilateral cooperation. The findings show that existing educational cooperation between China and Azerbaijan has concentrated on Chinese language education, cultural exchange, faculty and student mobility, and inter-university partnerships. These activities constitute a foundation for advancing media-education cooperation. Nevertheless, cooperation targeting digital media practice, journalism training, and media literacy education remains limited, and a systematic cooperation framework has not yet been established. Language differences, differences in curricula and teaching resources, and insufficient practical training platforms represent major obstacles to the further development of media education cooperation. This study contributes to the existing literature by examining educational exchanges between China and Azerbaijan from the perspectives of media education, intercultural communication, and international communication, and by exploring how broader educational exchanges relate to the development of media education cooperation. One limitation is that the analysis relies on publicly available documentary sources and does not include interviews or questionnaires; therefore, it provides limited insight into the implementation of individual projects and participants’ experiences.
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INTRODUCTION
In recent years, with the advancement of the Belt and Road Initiative, the expansion of international educational exchange, and the rapid development of digital media technologies, media education has attracted increasing attention in journalism and communication training, media literacy development, and intercultural communication. The development of the internet, social media, and artificial intelligence has continuously changed the ways in which information is produced and disseminated, while also creating new requirements for the content and practice of media education. Media education has therefore expanded beyond traditional journalism and communication skills to include media literacy, information discernment, digital media practice, and international communication competence.
The continued development of educational and cultural exchanges between China and Azerbaijan provides a practical context for the further development of media education cooperation. Located at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, Azerbaijan has an important position in regional cultural and information exchange. At the same time, China’s development in areas such as digital media, big data, artificial intelligence, and 5G technologies has created new conditions for media education and digital communication practice. In this context, media education provides a potential area for professional training, educational exchange, and cultural communication between universities in the two countries.
Although existing educational exchanges provide a basis for further media education cooperation, several limitations remain in the related research. First, specialized studies on media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan are relatively limited. Second, insufficient attention has been paid to media education practices in the context of digital media and artificial intelligence. Third, systematic analysis of media education cooperation between the two countries from the perspectives of intercultural communication and international communication remains limited. Therefore, further examination is needed of the practical foundations, development, and challenges of media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Existing research on China-Azerbaijan educational cooperation has mainly focused on higher education, student mobility, language education, and broader educational exchanges within the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative. Yue et al. (2022), in their review of higher education under the Belt and Road Initiative, identified international student mobility, institutional cooperation, and the development of collaborative mechanisms as important themes, while also noting differences in the development of cooperation across regions. Peters (2022) further discussed the relationship between the Belt and Road Initiative and educational exchange, emphasizing education as a broader context for people-to-people exchange and intercultural dialogue. These studies provide a useful contextual basis for understanding China and Azerbaijan educational cooperation, but they mainly address higher education and international educational exchange rather than media education as a specific field.
A second body of literature concerns media and communication education in an international and digital context. Cooper et al. (2025) examined collaborative teaching in globalised media and communication education and highlighted the role of transnational collaboration, intercultural understanding, and cooperation among educators. This perspective is relevant to cross-border media education because it draws attention to the educational and intercultural dimensions of collaboration between institutions in different countries. At the same time, research on media literacy in Azerbaijan has examined the integration of media literacy into the national education system (Niftaliyeva & Najafli, 2024), while Pearce and Rice (2014) examined the relationship between language proficiency and access to the internet in Azerbaijan and other South Caucasus countries. Together, these studies indicate the importance of language, digital communication, and media literacy in the educational environment, but they do not specifically examine media education cooperation between Chinese and Azerbaijani institutions.
Overall, the existing literature provides relevant perspectives on Belt and Road educational cooperation, international and transnational media education, and media literacy in Azerbaijan. However, research specifically focusing on China and Azerbaijan media education cooperation remains limited. In particular, there is insufficient systematic analysis of the relationship between existing bilateral educational exchanges and media education, as well as limited discussion of cooperation in journalism education, digital media practice, and media literacy in the context of the changing digital media environment. This study therefore examines China and Azerbaijan media education cooperation from these perspectives, focusing on its practical foundations, main forms, and current challenges.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS
This study focuses on publicly available policy documents, official statements, institutional reports, and media reports concerning educational and media cooperation between China and Azerbaijan. Based on these sources, the study seeks to answer the following questions: What are the main foundations of media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan? What are the main forms of media education and related educational cooperation between the two countries? What challenges constrain the development of media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan, and what possible directions can be identified for future cooperation?

THEORETICAL AND CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND
Media-education-related cooperation between China and Azerbaijan can be examined through several conceptual fields: media education, intercultural communication, and international communication. This study adopts these three perspectives as its analytical lens for examining bilateral media education cooperation. In the digital age, media education has developed alongside changes in communication technologies and new media. It aims to cultivate media literacy and enable people to deal with media in an intelligent and responsible way (Lee, 2010). For cooperation between countries with different linguistic and cultural backgrounds, these media-related competencies also need to be considered in relation to intercultural communication. Cross-border media-education cooperation is also related to the development of intercultural competence. The relationship between media literacy and intercultural competence has been discussed in the context of foreign language education (Chudak, 2019). Therefore, amid internet and digital media development, modern bilateral media education cooperation encompasses not only professional skills training but also the development of media literacy, information discernment, and intercultural communication competence.
The Belt and Road Initiative provides a broader framework for educational and cultural exchange between China and Azerbaijan, within which media education cooperation can be examined.
The Belt and Road Initiative originated with two major proposals made by Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2013. The Silk Road Economic Belt was proposed during his visit to Kazakhstan in September, while the 21st-Century Maritime Silk Road was introduced during his visit to Indonesia the following month. These two initiatives were subsequently brought together under the name of the Belt and Road Initiative (Svetlicinii, 2018). This initiative provides more opportunities for cooperation between China and countries along the Belt and Road, including in the strategic area of media education. As the global communication landscape undergoes significant transformation, the role of media is increasingly permeating interpersonal connections, cultural dissemination, and value formation between countries. Media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan has a solid practical foundation. China’s long standing cultural history provides a profound basis for media education, while Azerbaijan also possesses a rich and distinctive cultural tradition. Such cultural differences create a strong foundation for “dialogue” and “mutual learning” in media education between the two countries, enriching teaching content with greater cultural depth and adding innovative elements to teaching approaches. Meanwhile, with the development of modern technologies, China has built significant competitiveness in big data, artificial intelligence, virtual reality, and 5G technologies. “With its characteristics of high bandwidth, low latency, and massive connectivity, 5G technology has reshaped the spatiotemporal structure of information dissemination and provided a solid technological foundation for media convergence” (Zhang, 2025, p. 172). This provides a solid basis for China and Azerbaijan to jointly carry out teaching in modern media technologies and offers more practical opportunities for professionals in this field.
In recent years, both China and Azerbaijan have continuously cultivated a large number of excellent media professionals, and many universities in both countries have established programs in journalism and communication, media management, and new media. This strong talent base provides sufficient human resources for China and Azerbaijan to carry out joint teaching and practical cooperation. With the advancement of the “Belt and Road Initiative,” an increasing number of young people from China and Azerbaijan with overseas study experience are also gradually participating in educational and media cooperation, contributing their youth and intellectual resources to media innovation.
Media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan is a necessity of the times. In 2016, the Chinese Ministry of Education stated in its "Action Plan for Promoting Joint Construction of the Belt and Road Initiative in Education" that countries along the route need to work together to build a Belt and Road education community.
In the Education Action for Jointly Building the Belt and Road issued by the Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China in 2016, the document states: “Education is the foundation, and humanity comes first. We will strengthen cooperative education, improve the quality of the regional population, and provide talent support for the joint construction of the ‘Belt and Road’” (Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China, 2016). This policy document indicates that educational cooperation was incorporated into the broader framework of jointly building the Belt and Road and was regarded as an important component of talent development and regional exchange. In the context of China and Azerbaijan relations, educational cooperation also provides a basis for people-to-people exchange and knowledge sharing. Located at the intersection of Europe and Asia, Azerbaijan is a participant in cooperation related to the Belt and Road. As Azerbaijan’s economic diversification strategy progresses, increasing importance has been attached to its media industry, creating new opportunities for media education cooperation between the two countries.
The Republic of Azerbaijan has taken several measures within the framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to support national development. In cooperation with the United Nations Development Programme, Azerbaijan has focused on strengthening education and human capital in line with labour market needs and national development priorities (Huseynova & Gurbanova, 2018). Azerbaijan has clearly stated the need to strengthen cooperation with international partners to improve media education. Media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan can provide new scenarios for internationalization practices in universities in both countries.


China and Azerbaijan Media Education Cooperation: Main Forms and Developments
The analysis examines the main forms and developments of media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan. It focuses on several areas, including language and cultural education, teacher and student exchanges, university cooperation, and media and digital related educational activities. These forms of cooperation reflect the development of educational exchanges between the two countries and provide a basis for examining the current state of media education cooperation.
In 2012, China and Azerbaijan signed an educational cooperation agreement for the period from 2012 to 2015. The agreement focused mainly on expanding student exchanges and strengthening cooperation between universities in the two countries (Li, 2012). As educational exchanges developed, language and cultural education gradually became an important part of bilateral cooperation. In 2017, the Confucius Institute at Baku State University participated in activities marking the 25th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and Azerbaijan. Since its establishment, the institute has mainly provided Chinese language education and promoted Chinese culture, while also participating in educational and cultural exchanges between the two countries (Sun, 2017). A 2019 report noted that, after its establishment in 2016, the Confucius Institute at Azerbaijan University of Languages had set up several Chinese-language teaching sites in Azerbaijan and provided Chinese language training and undergraduate education (Li, 2019). These activities brought more participants into bilateral educational exchanges and created additional opportunities for communication between students and teachers.
By 2022, China and Azerbaijan educational cooperation covered student exchanges, academic exchanges between universities, Chinese government education programs, company organized internships, and Chinese language teaching in Azerbaijani universities and secondary schools. The report also noted that Azerbaijan sends students to China each year under bilateral governmental arrangements and that Confucius Institutes provide Chinese-language education (Azerbaijan State News Agency, 2022). Taken together, these materials show that educational exchanges between the two countries have involved students, universities, language education, and practical activities, while also creating established channels for further cooperation.
In 2024, China and Azerbaijan bilateral relations entered a new stage of development. On July 3, 2024, the two countries elevated their bilateral relations to a strategic partnership (Zhao & Lu, 2024). On April 23, 2025, the two sides further elevated their bilateral relations to a comprehensive strategic partnership, marking a further upgrade from a strategic partnership to a comprehensive strategic partnership (Xinhua News Agency, 2025a). This development provided a new context for subsequent cooperation between the two countries in areas including education, culture, youth, and media.
In 2024, China and Azerbaijan further emphasized exchanges in education, culture, and youth-related fields. During Xi Jinping’s meeting with Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev in July 2024, the two sides issued a joint statement on establishing a strategic partnership and called for greater exchanges in education, culture, tourism, youth, and local affairs (Zhao & Lu, 2024). This statement indicates that educational exchange remained an important area of bilateral cooperation.
In November 2024, a delegation of Azerbaijani educators visited China. According to the report, Azerbaijan University of Languages and its Chinese partner university jointly established the Confucius Institute in 2016, which subsequently established teaching sites at institutions including Baku State Conservatory, the State Academy of Fine Arts, and Azerbaijan University of Architecture. A 2019 report stated that the institute had eight Chinese language teaching sites at that time (Li, 2019), while a 2024 report stated that the number was ten (Azerbaijan State News Agency, 2024). This reflects the size of the teaching network at different points in time. As educational exchanges continued, cooperation gradually involved more educational institutions and forms of teaching.
In April 2025, China and Azerbaijan issued a joint statement on establishing a comprehensive strategic partnership. The statement called for continued student exchanges, support for the development of Confucius Institutes in Azerbaijan, Chinese and Azerbaijani language teaching in schools, and partnerships among educational institutions at different levels. The two sides agreed to continue sending students to study in each other’s countries through various channels. It also called for stronger cooperation in areas including film and television and supported the expansion of media cooperation through mutual visits, information exchange, and the sharing of experience (Xinhua News Agency, 2025a). Against this background, China and Azerbaijan cooperation began to extend further into the media field, creating new space for exchanges and educational cooperation in related areas.
In May 2025, Baku State University hosted the final of the 24th “Chinese Bridge” Chinese Proficiency Competition for Foreign College Students in Azerbaijan. The report noted that the two Confucius Institutes in Azerbaijan had established “Confucius Classrooms” in some schools. It also reported that the Confucius Institute at Azerbaijan University of Languages had jointly offered online Chinese courses with Azerbaijan State University of Economics (Xinhua News Agency, 2025b). These activities show that language education cooperation has also extended to school-based teaching and online courses.

RESEARCH METHOD AND OBJECTIVES
This study adopts a qualitative document analysis method to examine publicly available materials related to educational cooperation and media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan from 2012 to 2025. The starting year, 2012, corresponds to the signing of the intergovernmental educational cooperation agreement between China and Azerbaijan, which formalized bilateral educational exchanges. The research materials include policy documents issued by government and educational authorities, bilateral cooperation documents, materials published by universities and educational institutions, and relevant news reports. These materials were organized and thematically analyzed to identify the main forms and challenges of media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan.
The analysis focuses on several themes, including educational exchange, student and faculty exchange, inter-university cooperation, curriculum and teaching practice, digital media, and media literacy education. By examining different types of publicly available materials, the study seeks to identify the relationship between existing educational exchanges and media education cooperation and to consider the new requirements created by the development of digital media for cooperation between the two countries.
The main objective of this study is to analyze the practical foundations, major forms, and key problems of media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan. On this basis, the study further considers possible directions for cooperation in curriculum development, practical teaching, faculty and student exchange, and educational resource sharing in the digital media environment. Rather than providing a comprehensive evaluation of the media education systems of the two countries, the study focuses on how existing educational exchanges can provide a basis for the further development of media education cooperation.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Main Findings of China and Azerbaijan Media Education Cooperation
The analysis of the available materials indicates that media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan has developed on the basis of broader educational, cultural, and people-to-people exchanges between the two countries. Such cooperation strengthens the foundation of people-to-people exchanges between the two countries. Teachers and students from China and Azerbaijan can enhance their understanding of each other’s cultural connotations, historical origins, and contemporary development through educational exchanges. This deeper understanding can help reduce misunderstandings and prejudices and create a favorable cultural and humanistic environment for the continued advancement of the Belt and Road Initiative.
Differences between the two sides in media environments and cultural cognition can also be gradually narrowed through educational exchanges. Such information asymmetry is mainly reflected in a lack of sufficient understanding of each other’s culture, legal systems, and historical backgrounds. Reducing these information barriers can help enhance mutual trust between the two countries and provide a more transparent and reliable information basis for relevant cooperation projects under the Belt and Road Initiative. Long-term cooperation can also contribute to the formation of more stable mechanisms for communication and exchange, providing a foundation for further educational, academic, and cultural cooperation.
Against the backdrop of globalization and the development of digital communication, media education has played an increasingly important role in journalism and communication talent cultivation as well as media literacy enhancement, and has become an important component of international educational cooperation. In recent years, China has strengthened its capacity building in international communication and promoted the training of talents in journalism, communication, and new media. Media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan has developed within this context, fostering educational exchange and mutual learning between the two sides. Azerbaijan, located at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, is an important node country connecting China with the Caucasus region and Europe. Through cooperation in media education, universities in both countries can engage in exchanges in curriculum development, teaching practice, and talent cultivation, thereby gaining a better understanding of each other’s media education systems. Azerbaijan can also leverage such cooperation to further develop its digital media and communication education.
The analysis further indicates that the development of digital communication technologies is creating new possibilities for media education cooperation. The application of digital media and new media tools has made teaching more closely aligned with real world communication environments. The two sides can cooperate in areas such as digital news production and new media practice, thereby enhancing students’ practical media skills. However, the available materials indicate that such forms of direct media education cooperation remain relatively limited compared with broader language, cultural, and educational exchanges. Overall, the findings show that existing cooperation has provided a foundation for the development of media education in both countries and for the improvement of their talent training systems, while more specialized forms of media education cooperation are still developing.

Discussion and Implications for Future Cooperation
On the basis of existing cooperation, both sides can further deepen exchanges in media education. Universities from China and Azerbaijan may explore the joint development of a curriculum framework applicable to both sides. This framework may include modules such as the Belt and Road Initiative, modern media technologies, theories of cultural communication, journalism production practice, and understanding of regional cultural differences. Such joint curriculum design can help ensure a higher degree of alignment between teaching content and the practical needs of both sides, thereby promoting more in-depth cooperation. In this process, transnational collaborative teaching can provide opportunities for cross-border media and communication education by promoting collaboration among educators, symmetrical relationships, and intercultural understanding (Cooper et al., 2025). In addition, differences between China and Azerbaijan in media laws and regulatory frameworks should be taken into account when developing joint teaching programs. Relevant professionals from both sides may conduct regulatory assessments in advance and develop appropriate risk mitigation and compliance measures.
Relying on modern information technologies, a blended approach combining online and offline teaching, as well as thematic seminars, can be adopted to convey course content in a more intuitive manner. Both sides may also strengthen academic exchange and teaching interaction through workshops, online courses, and other formats, thereby enhancing communication among scholars, practitioners, and students. This would provide teachers and students with authoritative and practice-oriented guidance, and offer new ideas for the joint development of media education concepts and technologies between China and Azerbaijan.
Leveraging the Belt and Road educational cooperation platform, universities from China and Azerbaijan can further explore the feasibility of developing practical platforms for media education. Such platforms could be designed according to the infrastructure, academic staff, and research resources of participating universities and may include virtual studios, digital journalism laboratories, and new media practice facilities, providing students with opportunities for practical training in media production, editing, and dissemination. The specific model of platform development, participating universities, and allocation of resources would require further assessment based on the actual conditions of the universities involved, cooperation needs, and relevant institutional environments.
“Leveraging the infrastructure, academic staff, and research capacities of established institutions like Baku State University, Azerbaijan State Pedagogical University, ADA University, and Khazar University can strengthen the pedagogical process. Additionally, collaboration with academics, journalists, media editors, and international experts will further enhance these efforts” (Niftaliyeva & Najafli, 2024, p. 36). These existing resources may provide a basis for further exploring practical cooperation in media education.
Both sides can implement faculty and student exchange programs. China may provide scholarship and study opportunities for Azerbaijani teachers and students to study in China, while Chinese teachers and students can also go to Azerbaijan for exchange programs. Such two-way exchanges would enable participants to gain a deeper understanding of each other’s culture, history, and media ecosystems, thereby supporting joint teaching initiatives.
Media education has a strong practical orientation, and classroom teaching alone may not be sufficient to meet the demands of the modern media environment. At the same time, scientific research practice can contribute to the development of interdisciplinary innovation capabilities, while inadequate cross-border integration of resources and limited localized research support may constrain the effectiveness of collaborative innovation (Aida, 2019). Therefore, China and Azerbaijan can further strengthen the development of practical teaching platforms and promote joint practical cooperation between universities, such as the co-construction of media laboratories and practice-based teaching spaces. Where conditions permit, digital journalism laboratories, new media practice platforms, and related teaching facilities can be established based on existing university resources, providing students with an environment for hands-on training. Chinese universities have accumulated experience in digital media and convergent media education, while Azerbaijani universities benefit from their geographical position in cross-regional cultural communication. Through cooperation, both sides can further enhance the effectiveness of practical teaching. In terms of curriculum development, however, several foundational challenges remain, such as insufficient language resources and the lack of standardized professional terminology, particularly in journalism and new media studies. Therefore, building on existing cooperation, the two sides may further promote the development of bilingual or multilingual teaching materials and integrate real media cases into instructional practice. Course content may cover areas such as news reporting and writing, new media operations, and intercultural communication, thereby strengthening students’ understanding of diverse media environments.
In addition, long-term exchange mechanisms are of significant importance for cooperation in media education. Compared with short-term visits, sustained exchange programs are more conducive to in-depth teaching and research cooperation. Universities from both sides may provide cross-cultural learning opportunities for teachers and students through student exchange programs, joint training schemes, and short-term study visits. By studying and practicing in different media environments, students can gain a more direct understanding of media operations and audience differences, thereby enhancing their practical skills and intercultural competence.
The findings also highlight several challenges that may affect the further development of media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan. Although both sides possess a range of university and teaching resources, differences remain in modern media teaching equipment and the development of practical training bases. The two countries can further strengthen the construction of practical platforms and the sharing of technological resources, thereby promoting technological cooperation. In addition, efforts can be made to expand the cultivation of language professionals and explore the application of artificial intelligence-assisted translation tools in cross-linguistic teaching and communication, so as to improve cross-language communication and enhance the efficiency of media dissemination and teaching.
On this basis, attention should also be given to the coordination between curriculum systems and practical teaching. With the continuous evolution of media forms, traditional classroom instruction still shows certain limitations in terms of content updating and practical adaptability. Therefore, jointly developed courses could place greater emphasis on practice-oriented approaches and case-sharing mechanisms in their design, so as to enhance the relevance of teaching content to real-world media environments. At the same time, in the process of advancing cooperation, further efforts could be made to explore course credit recognition and resource complementarity between universities, enabling educational collaboration to gradually move from relatively isolated project-based cooperation toward more systematic and integrated development.
Language barriers continue to pose a challenge to media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan. Higher‑education cooperation under the Belt and Road Initiative demonstrates prominent regional imbalance; collaborative mechanisms and exchanges remain limited for many non‑ASEAN partner regions (Yue et al., 2022). Differences between Chinese and Azerbaijani, together with the use of Russian and English in academic communication, create a need for multilingual support in curriculum development, teaching materials preparation, and educational exchanges. In addition, cultural differences may also create certain difficulties in mutual understanding and communication between the two sides. Previous research has suggested that language skills may be an important factor affecting the digital divide in the Caucasus region (Pearce & Rice, 2014). However, this study focuses on the digital divide rather than media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan. Its relevance to the present study therefore mainly lies in highlighting the importance of language factors in digital communication and educational environments. Addressing these issues requires professional bilingual teachers and translation resources, while cultural translation and exchange can also be encouraged to promote mutual understanding, seek common ground while respecting differences, and draw innovative inspiration from diversity.
China and Azerbaijan cooperation in media education requires appropriate policy support and institutional arrangements. This includes joint project approval, funding support, and facilitation of teacher and student mobility, all of which require coordination between relevant institutions on both sides. Educational cooperation requires financial support, and stable funding sources can help ensure the continued implementation of cooperative projects. Therefore, future research could further examine different sources of financial support, including government-supported educational cooperation programs, relevant programs of international organizations, and joint projects between universities, and assess their applicability to media education cooperation. On this basis, diversified funding models could also be explored. However, the specific sources of funding, participating institutions, and forms of cooperation would require further research based on project needs, institutional capacities, and relevant regulatory requirements.

CONCLUSION
This study examines the foundations, main forms, and current challenges of media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan in the context of the Belt and Road Initiative, and addresses the three research questions proposed in the study.
Regarding the first research question, the findings indicate that the foundations of China-Azerbaijan media education cooperation mainly derive from existing educational cooperation mechanisms, university cooperation, language and cultural exchanges, and student and faculty mobility. Within the broader framework of the Belt and Road Initiative, people-to-people exchange has been discussed in relation to education and ideas exchanges, as well as interculturalism, education, and dialogue (Peters, 2022). This broader framework expanded the space for educational and cultural exchanges between the two countries and created conditions for further cooperation in media education.
Regarding the second research question, the cooperation currently observable mainly involves Chinese language education, cultural activities, student and faculty exchanges, and university cooperation, as well as some online educational activities. Based on the available public materials, specialized cooperation directly related to journalism education, digital media practice, and media literacy remains relatively limited. The development of the digital communication environment has created new possibilities for cooperation in these areas, but the available evidence is not yet sufficient to indicate that China and Azerbaijan have established an independent, stable, and systematic model of media education cooperation.
Regarding the third research question, the available materials indicate several factors that may constrain further cooperation, including language differences, differences in curricula and teaching resources, limited practical teaching platforms, and differences in the conditions and resource support available for media education in the two countries. At the same time, the institutional coordination mechanisms required for long-term cooperation still have room for further development. Future cooperation could focus on joint curriculum development, multilingual teaching resources, practical training platforms, digital media talent development, and student and faculty exchanges, while gradually exploring more stable and sustainable mechanisms for cooperation.
The value of this study lies in examining educational cooperation between China and Azerbaijan from the more specific perspective of media education. Existing studies have paid considerable attention to China and Azerbaijan higher education, cultural exchanges, and broader cooperation under the Belt and Road Initiative, while relatively less attention has been given to specific areas such as media education and media literacy. This study further connects bilateral educational exchanges with journalism education, digital media, and media literacy, providing supplementary material and a specific analytical perspective for understanding media education cooperation between China and Azerbaijan in the South Caucasus context.
This study also has several limitations. The research materials are mainly drawn from publicly available policy documents, institutional announcements, university materials, and news reports. While these materials provide information on cooperation documented in public sources, they offer limited information about the implementation of specific projects and the actual experiences of teachers and students. In addition, this study did not employ primary research methods such as interviews, questionnaires, or field observation. Therefore, the findings mainly reflect the forms and development of cooperation presented in publicly available materials and cannot be directly used to evaluate the actual implementation outcomes of specific cooperation projects.
Future research could use in-depth interviews with teachers and students, participant surveys, comparisons of cooperation cases across different universities, and longitudinal tracking of specific cooperation projects to gain a better understanding of implementation processes, participant experiences, and practical outcomes. Further research could also examine the opportunities and challenges that developments in digital media and artificial intelligence may bring to cross-border media education cooperation, and explore whether existing exchange platforms could develop into more long-term and specialized networks for media education cooperation.
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